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year plan, acknowledged there were still some parts that needed work before
the committee’ s vision was fully realized.

“But that’s not bad,” he said. “It means that the community still has some
things they are coming together and working on.”

Still, overall, he was very pleased with how the plan turned out out.

“It' salmost like someone knew what was going to happen so he wrote the plan
so he could take credit for it. It's almost like that,” Neuroth said.

But he was not the only one who gave the work to make the plan areality high
marks.

“It’ s astounding to me how much has been accomplished on al levels,” said
Sue Martin, director of the Martha Ellen Tye Foundation and a member of the
original committee.

She also mentioned another area discussed in the plan, an access to cultural and
recreational activities.

“That isincredibly important to attracting and holding onto workers,” Martin
said. “People want to live in an attractive community with lots of cultural and
recreational opportunities.”

Work to improve those offerings in town over the last five years include a new
aguatic center, new Community Y, expanded bike trails and the creation of the
Marshall County Arts& Cultural Alliance, among others.

At the beginning of this series, the Times-Republican asked the question: How
close did the community come to achieving the vision set forth in the plan?

“Somewhere in the neighborhood of 70 percent of the thingsin that plan were
accomplished in one form or another. So it was very successful,” said former
Marshalltown Mayor Floyd Harthun. * People talk about plans just sitting on a
table, but that didn’t happen with this plan.”

A grade of an A-plus would denote that everything was accomplished in the
plan aslaid out. That did not happen.

As mentioned before, there are still significant issues that the plan recognized
but were not addressed.

However, to say those involved with the plan were pleased with the results the
community has seen may be an understatement.

And looking back at things like job creation and growth, transportation,
education and others, there is plenty to be proud of.

These considerations, along with others, lead to afinal grade of B-plus.

Contact Ken Black at 641-753-6611 or kblack@ timesrepublican.comZ
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