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Marshalltown Community College had other significant projects developed
over the past five years as well, such as the inclusion of on-campus housing and
anew construction technology building.

Barbara Burrows, dean of Marshalltown Community College, said the
construction technology building allows the college to offer not only increased
programming for traditional students, but more continuing education
opportunities.

Thefive year plan called for new buildings or at least away to fund
improvements in educational facilities around the community.

It would be hard to argue that did not happen, given the millionsin
improvements that have happened and will soon be commencing.

Cass said facilities have a huge impact on education, creating a more inviting
atmosphere that is more conducive to learning.

“Qur children spend agood deal of time in these buildings,” Cass said. “It
makes them [buildings] more functional, too. They just weren’t as functional
before.”

But facilities are not the only thing it takes to provide a good education.
Recruiting and retaining the proper staff is a huge part, which iswhy the five
year plan also put an emphasis on that.

“We do not see a very large applicant pool in some areas,” Cass said of the
search for instructors

Among the areas where the school has more limited optionsin faculty choices
include physics, chemistry, advanced math and foreign languages.

Administration is also an areathat is suffering from decreased interest. Whereas
in the past, 100 applicants may have sought a principal’s position, now that the
number of applications coming in averagesin the 20s.

Because of the decrease in qualified applicants for some of those higher
learning areas, the school district islooking at other ways to deliver educational
services, such as over computers and through the lowa Communications
Network.

“There are ways to do that. It's alot easier to share aforeign language teacher
than it would be a chemistry teacher. Y ou kind of need someone in the lab,”
Cass said.

Technology is also an option at the community college level, which just
recently began offering an entire associates degree online.

Again, increasing technological capability for educational purposes was also
outlined in the five year plan.

There’' s always going to be a place for [face-to-face] education,” Wynes said.
“It will just be augmented with other types of education.”

Further, that technology has aided in offering opportunities for high school
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students to earn college credit before graduating.

“Five years ago, a student coming to us with 20 hours of college credit was
rare,” Wynes said.

Now, it is not uncommon for high school students to come with even more
credits than that toward a college degree.

And even though finding teachers for higher sciences and mathematics can be a
problem, Cass said he isimpressed with how the district has managed to find
the right people.

“It’ s suprising how many students get scholarshipsin sciencesin our district,”
the superintendent said. “We have a pretty good science program.”

The plan a'so called for an emphasis on continuing education.

Bettie Bolar, director of the college’ s continuing education program said there
has been a noticeable increase in enrollment in continuing education programs
over the last couple of years.

She a so noted there is a misconception that continuing education only means
classes designed to teach a hobby such as dancing or quilting.

“Classes that prepare someone to go into ajob is more than 60 percent of
enrollment,” Bolar added.

Contact Ken Black at 641-753-6611 or kblack@ timesrepublican.com
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